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Automated Installer

• Provides hands-free install for Sparc systems: sun4v, 
sun4u systems
• Provides (almost) hands-free install for x86 systems
• Configuration options stored in XML files

`



Automated Installer Sparc requirements

Uses wanboot derived dhcp boot-support present on OBP versions 4.17.1 or 
higher

#prtdiag -v | grep OBP

OBP 4.17.1 2005/04/11 14:31



Automated Installer x86 requirements

Any PX/E capable network interface connected to the AI network



AI configuration mantra

“Lasciate ogne speranza, voi ch'entrate.”

“Necessità 'l ci 'nduce, e non diletto”



Issues to be aware of “pre-installation”

• 'out of the box' AI server settings will have default 
settings for hostname (“opensolaris”) and default 
privileged user (“jack/jack”) and default root password set 
to “opensolaris”
• These need to be modified to avoid inadvertent 

confusion for multiple install clients...



AI server configuration

• Install SUNWinstalladm-tools
• Configure a dhcp server (by default the Sun dhcpmgr 

provided one is used)
• Configure install services for each architecture
• Configure install clients for each candidate machine
• Modify the AI manifests as required



AI manifest

• These drive the installation choices made by the 
autoinstall process.
• Stored in XML in <service-path>/auto_install/... (where 

<service-path> is the pathname specified by the 
installadm create-service call)



AI manifest modification

• Criteria files allow choice of ai_manifest and system configuration 
to be determined based on IP address, MAC address or 
architecture

• Can be located anywhere on the AI server and are added to the 
configuration using

# installadm add -m ./criteria -n service

• Associates a particular manifest with an installation service. 
Displayed by

# installadm list -n service



Issues to be aware of “post-installation”

• Old sparc graphics 
chipsets no longer 
supported
• Power management 

needs to be disabled on 
these machines

• X86 grub boot entries 
need to be modified to 
support serial console 
booting and menu 
selection



Don't Panic!



Don't Panic!



Sparc installation



Sparc power management changes



AI Example client-x



X86 grub problem



X86 grub fix-up for serial console boot



Further Information

• caiman-discuss@opensolaris.org

• #caiman-discuss IRC channel at irc.freenode.net

• http://defect.opensolaris.org/bz/buglist.cgi?
quicksearch=installadm

mailto:caiman-discuss@opensolaris.org
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